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Affordability can seem complicated.

You cannot know that a college is affordable until you apply for admission and financial 
aid and receive a firm offer of aid.  Each student and family is treated individually and 
each family is different.  However, it is possible to estimate the outcome and to know 
the relative affordability of colleges that interest you.  

Research into NET PRICE is one of the most critical 
steps you should take in searching for the right college.  
First, what is NET PRICE?  It is the actual amount you 
and your family will have to pay for one year at any 
college.  Not the sticker price, but the net amount you 
will pay after you have received grant and scholarship 
aid.  The net amount you will actually pay may come 
from parent savings, your savings, your parents’ 
income, loans to you or your parents and work during 
the school year.  

Let’s say you are interested in Theatre Arts and you are considering the University of Southern California and 
CalArts.  Your family is low-income and you know you cannot go to either school without significant help.  Which 
school might be more affordable?  USC’s tuition is higher than CalArtsa, so you are leaning toward CalArts.  
But looking at NET PRICE might change your perspective!  It appears that USC has more financial aid to offer.  
Remember these are only averages and no school should be ruled out.  Your own experience will differ.

The numbers on the left are only averages – sufficient for 
making a list of potential colleges but not good enough 
for deciding about your applications for admission.  

You can get a GOOD ESTIMATE of net price at any college:

1. Select the college on College Navigator.
2. Click on the Net Price tab.
3. Go to the bottom of that section and find:  Visit 
 this institution’s net price calculators
4. Complete the net price calculator using YOUR  
 FAMILY’S information.  

You now have a very good estimate of how much your 
family might actually pay for one year at that college.  This 
will guide you in comparing the potential affordability of 
any college on your list and help you decide where to apply 
for admission.  

Source:  COLLEGE NAVIGATOR.  Costs in 2015-16, Estimated Net 
Price from 2014-15, Family Income <$30,000

NET PRICE ILLUSTRATED

USC

Tuition $50,277

$67,212

$15,740 $40,649

$65,686

$43,986

Estimated Net 
Price

Total Cost
(including tuition)

CalArts

http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
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